Portuguese Missionary Travellers

doctrines, some were mysteries which he could
not understand, but all else was, as Tennyson
so well put it, " Form, Ritual, varying with the
tribes of Men."* The expanding soul, which
had long passed beyond the bounds of Islam,
could not confine itself within the limits of the
faith of these visitors from the West. But, in
season and out of season alike, the hopeful
missionaries continued to press Mm, and finally
Akbar adopted an expedient which he antici-
pated would shame them out of further per-
sistence. He announced that a great Mohamme-
dan doctor was about to leap into a furnace with
a Koran under his arm; and stated that he was
confident that they would have no objection to
following him with the Bible. The fathers,
however, declined the test, fearing no doubt
that the episode of Shadrach, Meehach, and
Abednego was unlikely to be repeated.! Subse-
quently the friars obtained permission and re-
turned toGoa, reaching that town in 1583.Twice
subsequentlyAkbar requested Christian teachers,
ini59iandi595,andexpeditions were dispatched,
only to meet with a like fate. Akbar was a seeker
but he could not find. On the last occasion the
missionaries went to Lahore, and accompanied

* Tennyson's Akbar*s Dream*

f See Murray's Discoveries and Travels in Asia,, vol. ns pp. 91, 91.
The Mohammedan account of this debate in the " Akbernameh " tells the
story of this challenge in a way that isy curiously enoughj more disparaging
to the Mohammedans. It asserts that the challenge came from the Chris-
tian side and was rejected by the Mohammedans with reproaches. See
Elphinstone, Hist. JW. CowelTs (ninth) edition, p. 523 note.
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